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Thanks to you 2013 was another incredible year for the Sons of Norway 
Foundation.  Together we created many opportunities to share Norwe-
gian heritage within our communities.  Foundation grants continue  
to provide funding so that our lodges may bring timely presentations to 
our members.  Some of the 2013 topics included the WWII resistance 
movement in Norway, 100 years of immigrant history in Minnesota, 
showcasing contemporary Norwegian art, Syttende Mai and participation 
in Nordic Festivals across the USA.

Thanks to your financial support of the Humanitarian Fund, members in 
Calgary and Colorado received assistance following 2013 summer flood-
ing.  Helping Hands to Member Grants allowed them to move forward 
and get on with their lives.

Our youth are grateful to receive college scholarship funding from the 
Foundation.  This financial help allows them to concentrate on their 
studies, to participate in unique study-abroad opportunities and give 
back to the Norwegian-American communities they came from upon 
graduation. Included in this report are success stories from former  
recipients who remember fondly the help they received from the Sons  
of Norway Foundation.

We offer this annual report to you, our donors and recipients, in thanks 
for your continued support.

Tusen takk, 

Foundation Director

The generosity of our donors is 
what makes what we do possible.



The Sons of Norway Foundation was established in  
1966 to provide funding for research and promotion of 
Norwegian heritage and culture. Since then we have 
grown in our focus, and in 2013 we offered six categories 
of scholarships and four categories of grants.

 
 

 • Creating opportunities for success through higher education
 • Showcasing our unique Norwegian heritage to wider audiences
 • Exploring cross-cultural exchange
 • Providing humanitarian support for Sons of Norway members 
  who are victims of natural disasters

 
• Supporting educational goals through scholarships
• Showcasing modern Norway and its place in the world
• Helping Sons of Norway lodges provide quality Norwegian  
 themed programming in their communities
• Strengthening the bonds between the U.S. and Norway by  
 promoting cross-cultural exchange
• Preserving Norwegian heritage for future generations
• Promoting Norwegian cultural opportunities through the arts
• Offering Sons of Norway members aid following natural disasters

Contact us at foundation@sofn.com or (800) 945-8851 or  
check us out at www.sonsofnorway.com/foundation.

We invite you to join in our efforts by donating your time, 
talents and assets to help us achieve our goals.



Local Lodge Partnership Grants
Offered to Sons of Norway lodges that wish to promote Norwegian  
heritage through programming in their communities.

General Heritage & Culture Grants
Offered to individuals, groups or organizations that promote  
Norwegian heritage and culture to wider audiences.

Sons of Norway Foundation Humanitarian Fund 
Founded in response to the Red River Floods of 1997 and  
continues today, offering two kinds of grants:

 Helping Hands to Members Grants
Awarded to Sons of Norway members affected by natural disasters 
such as tornadoes, floods, wildfires, earthquakes and hurricanes. 
In 2013 Sons of Norway families impacted by flooding in Colorado 
and Calgary were awarded these grants.

 Helping Hands to Children Grants 
Awarded to support Norwegian heritage programming, 
for children in lodges, schools and for Project Framtid.



King Olav V 
Norwegian-American Scholarships 

For American students 18 and older wishing to pursue  
the study of Norwegian topics or Norwegian students 18  
and older wishing to study American topics.  

Nancy Lorraine Jensen Memorial Scholarships
For women 18-36 enrolled in college as sophomores, juniors or seniors 
studying specific areas of science and engineering.

Oslo Summer School Scholarships 
For students wishing to experience an eight week study-abroad program 
at the University of Oslo.

Helen Tronvold Folk High School Scholarships 
For students 18 or older to study for an entire school year at one of 
Norway’s 70 folk high schools.

Astrid Cates/Myrtle Beinhauer Scholarships 
For any post high school study at an accredited school.

Lund Fund Scholarships 
For accredited study-abroad experiences.

The Draxten Fund
For youth to attend one of the many Norwegian heritage 
camps offered throughout Sons of Norway Districts 
in the United States.



17
       Local Lodge Partnership Grants
Awarded for a variety of events including lodge anniversary 
celebrations, cultural skill workshops, festival participation and 
Norwegian language classes totaling - $4,360

20
$4,425

       Helping Hands to Children Grants
Awarded for Adopt-A-School programs, Viking Age Club pre-
sentations, Barneløpet Youth Skiing Events and other fun youth 
programs with a Norwegian theme bringing the next generation 
into Sons of Norway as participants totaling - 

30 $11,743

        General Heritage & Culture Grants 
Bringing Norwegian culture to our communities through lecture 
series, showcasing contemporary Norwegian arts, recording and 
hosting musical events, and more totaling -

23

200

$62,584

$9,691

        College Scholarships  
Providing Sons of Norway youth with assistance that allows 
them to achieve their educational dreams and creates positive 
awareness of Sons of Norway totaling -

         Camp Scholarships  
Through the Draxten Fund for District heritage and language 
camps that promote an understanding and appreciation of 
Norwegian art, history and culture totaling -

 7
        Helping Hands to Members  
Grants to members when natural disasters strike, 
such as the 2013 summer floods in Calgary and 
Colorado totaling -

 1
$5,000

        NOREX Grant  
Celebrating the 45th anniversary of the Norwegian Home Guard - 
Minnesota National Guard collaboration that promotes good will 
and opportunities for cultural understanding totaling - 

$7,000



2013 Year in Review
The Sons of Norway Foundation did a lot of great work in 2013, not only 
did the Foundation help students from across the U.S. and Norway, it also 
made a positive impact in a number of communities by supporting youth, 
heritage, and cultural projects. All told, the Foundation gave more than 
$100,000 to individuals and communities throughout the community. 

The Foundation plays a vital role in the lives of Sons of Norway members  
and their communities, but none of what the Foundation is able to do would 
be possible without the members and lodges who made contributions in  
 the last year.

YOUTH, HERITAGE and CULTURAL 
PROJECTS were SUPPORTED by  

 the Foundation in 2013.

THOUSAND dollars in FOUNDATION  
scholarships were awarded in 2013.

            More than

$100,000
                 given in 2013

72
70
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A. Maria Stolen - 
 King Olav V  Scholarship
B. Megan (Kari) Nixon - 
 King Olav V Scholarship
C. Ted Deitz - 
 Myrtle Beinhauer Scholarship
D. Dianne Seymour - 
 Saltveit Scholarship
E. Allura Lothary - 
 Astrid G. Cates Scholarship
F. Jon Erik Haines - 
 Lund Fund Scholarship
G. Daisy Bower - 
 Nancy Lorraine Jensen Scholarship
H. Laila Rode Simon - 
 Oslo International Summer School
 Scholarship

F

H

G

E



Scholarships from the Sons of Norway  
Foundation provide students with the  
chance to pursue their academic dreams.  
We caught up with some past recipients  
who are making a difference in the world.

A

B

C

D

 



A)  Dr. Jill Bente Rolland -  
 King Olav V Norwegian-American Scholarship

In 1992 I received my scholarship from Sons of Norway which supported a trip to 
Austervoll, Norway to do a summer internship at the Austervoll marine biological 
station. That summer internship was pivotal in my career and led me to pursue grad-
uate studies at the University of Bergen. In the fall of 2012 I became the director of 
the U.S. Dept. of the Interior, U.S. Geological Survey’s Western Fisheries Research 
Center in Seattle, WA. My time in Norway resulted in many collaborations with Nor-
wegian scientists at the University of Bergen and the Norwegian Veterinary Institute 
that are ongoing today.

B)  Rachel Peterson -  
 King Olav V Norwegian-American Scholarship

In 2006 I was fortunate to receive a scholarship from Sons of Norway to help me 
complete my master’s degree in Peace & Conflict Transformation Studies at the Uni-
versity of Tromsø, Norway. During the 2006-2007 academic year, I visited the Nobel 
Museum in Karlskoga and proudly posed for a picture with a statue of Alfred Nobel. 
Little did I know that seven years later I would be working as Program Manager for 
the Nobel Peace Prize Forum in Minneapolis. I am happy to be back in Minnesota 
and am thrilled to be working for the Nobel Peace Prize Forum.

C)  Christine (Bjerkhoel) Kramer -  
 Astrid G. Cates Scholarship

I’m profoundly grateful for the scholarship from Sons of Norway that enabled me 
to pursue my B.S. in Electrical Engineering from the University of California-Davis 
where I graduated with Highest Honors in 2001. Following graduation I have worked 
for Agilent Technologies and Qualcomm Technologies, Inc. where I develop and test 
automation tools for wireless devices used all over the world.

D)  Alissa Bjerkhoel -  
 Astrid G. Cates Scholarship

I am heavily indebted to Sons of Norway for their contribution to my education 
through the scholarship I was awarded. With the assistance of Sons of Norway I pur-
sued my B.A. from the University of California-Santa Barbara and later pursued my 
J.D. from California Western School of Law. After I obtained my J.D. I started working 
as Supervising Attorney for the California Innocence Project, a law firm that inves-
tigates claims of worngful conviction. I have received several awards including the 
2012 California Lawyer of the Year award. None of this would have been possible 
without the support I received from Sons of Norway.



New Land New Life
General Heritage and Culture Grant,
Synnøve-Nordkap Lodge 1-008

New Land, New Life: Norwegian Immigra-
tion in Minnesota 1825-1925, an exhibit 
developed by the Sons of Norway, St. Paul 
Lodge. The exhibit highlights the history, 
culture, and lives of Norwegian immigrants 
to Minnesota and St. Paul with first-hand 
accounts of these early immigrants, why 
they came here, and what they did when 
they arrived. Our exhibition was made pos-
sible in part by the grant we received from 
Sons of Norway Foundation.

Ørnulf Opdahl - Mood Paintings of the North
General Heritage and Culture Grant, Nordic Heritage Museum

The goal of this exhibition was to introduce Opdahl’s work to the Pacific 
Northwest and to show the similarities between the coastlines of Norway 
and Washington. Funding from the Sons of Norway Foundation made it 
possible to host the opening member preview of this exhibit. The show-
ing was well received with more than 4,000 people attending the exhibit, 
including almost 400 children with their families and another 138 on 
organized school and daycare tours.

Our Culture
Grants funding cultural exchange & community outreach.

Celebrating



Scandinavian Days and  
Syttende Mai Celebration
Local Lodge Partnership Grant,  
Maine Nordmenn Lodge 3-664

The Maine Nordmenn would like to thank the 
Sons of Norway Foundation for the grant that 
helped to support our Scandinavian Days and 
Syttende Mai celebrations. One of our visi-
tors said “We all had such a wonderful time 
at the Syttende Mai fest at the park! It was 
such a lovely, family-friendly way to share 
our heritage with our kids. The photos that I 
took at the event received alot of attention 
from friends and family who all want to 
come next year.” 

The event was a great success, Thank you!

Norway and the Nazis: The Resistance 1940-1945
Local Lodge Partnership Grant, Heimsyn Lodge 1-015  

In the spring of 2013 Heimsyn Lodge 
1-015 and the Cloquet Public Library pre-
sented a successful series of programs we 
called “Norway and the Nazis: The Resistance 
1940-1945.”   Events included book discus-
sions, two films and two guest presenters. 
All the events were held at the library and 
were free and open to all ages. Scandinavian 
style refreshments were served at each of the 
programs.   
 
This event was a great success and was made 
possible thanks to the support of the Sons of 
Norway Foundation through our Local Lodge 
Partnership Grant.



Since 2004 the Sons of Norway Foundation has 
offered “Helping Hands to Member” grants for 
current Sons of Norway members who lose their 
homes due to natural disasters. These grants have 
helped our members with their recovery efforts 
from floods, tornadoes and hurricanes. Seven  
families received these grants following the flood-
ing in Colorado and Calgary in 2013. 

2013 Flooding in 
Colorado & Calgary



Making charitable gifts at any point throughout the year helps 
non-profits, churches or foundations that you feel passionate 
about continue to do good work. It’s our hope that when you 
consider making a charitable gift this year, you will think of the 
Sons of Norway Foundation and all its efforts to make 
the world a better place in which to live.

Thanks to the charitable gifts of many Sons of Norway members, 
like yourself, the Foundation has been able to fulfill its mission 
of awarding scholarships and grants to promote the heritage and 
culture of Norway and other Nordic countries, and providing as-
sistance to our members, lodges and their communities. Over the 
years these gifts have made a significant and meaningful impact 
($2.5 million as of 12/31/2013) in the lives of students, lodges and 
members throughout the organization.

The Importance of 



There are a number of ways that you can make a gift to the Sons of Norway 
Foundation from a one time gift, to a yearly gift, or a gift by will or life insur-
ance. Your gift, in any amount, makes a difference.
 

 • Hold a Fund-raiser - Get your lodge or community involved in  
   supporting the Sons of Norway Foundation by raising money for  
   a great cause.
 

 • Give Online - Visit www.sonsofnorway.com/foundation and click  
   “Donation” in the right-hand menu 
 

 • Charitable Giving - Make a gift by will, donate life insurance or  
   annuities, make a gift of cash or appreciated stock.  
 

 • 5 Year Pledge - Make a 5 year pledge of support. 
 

For information about making your gift contact Foundation Director, Cindy 
Olson - foundation@sofn.com or (800 945-8851)

  What Can I Do to Help?

Humanitarian 
$15,057
General 
$67,703
Grants 
$51,957

Scholarships 
$160,734

Totaling: $295,451

We would like to thank the members, lodges, and friends of the Foundation  
who donated in 2013. You make what we do possible.



The financial information contained in this report is a condensed version 
of the Fiscal Year 2013 audited financial statements for the Sons of Norway 
Foundation. A complete set of the audited financial statements is available 
by contacting the Sons of Norway Foundation.

The Sons of Norway Foundation is primarily an endowment foundation.  
Grant and scholarship payouts are based on a percentage of the total assets, 
not on annual donations. Our commitment is to maintain and grow the  
charitable assets entrusted to us. 

Statement of Activities 
Year Ended 12/31/2013
 

 Contributions $295,451 
 Investment Income $96,484 
 Net Capital Gains $751,053 
 Other $463

Total Revenues $1,143,451

 Scholarship & Grant Awards $143,240 
 General & Administration Expenses $133,394

Total Deductions $276,634
Increase in Net Assets $866,817

Net Assets as of 12/31/13 $6,094,740

2013 Financial Report



John Aamodt

Helen Aase

Victor Aasen

Adrienne Adams

Andy Agan

Mark & Regina Agerter

Maxine Agre

Zelda Ahlborn

Leroy & Sharen Aker

Mark Alexander

Nancy Allen

Sharon Amann

Susan & David Amensen

Virgil Anderson

Elma Anderson

Harland Anderson

Judith Anderson

R & Karolyn Anderson

Carl Anderson

Jorleif & Janis Andol

Darlene Arneson

Peter Arntson

John Aspebakken

Marland & Mildred Aubol

Robert Ausen

Rodney Austin

Thomas & Johanna Bagg

Louise Bakken

Eleanor Bates

Douglas & Arlene Beck

Sandy Beckert

Solveig Bender

Paul Bengaard

Robert & Barbara Bensen

Nan Bentley

Lennart Bentsen

Meredith Berg

Ross & Shirley Berg

Beatrice Berg

William Berglie

William Bethke

Peter Bickel

Joann Biegler

Terje Birkedal

Paul Birkeland

Roger Bjornland

Sandy Blackwell

G. Blom

Trond Bodal

Judith Bonneville

Doyle Borchers

William Borndahl

Grace Borud

Thomas & Susan 
 Boudreau

John Boughal

Jacqueline & Robert 

Boynton

Andrew Boynton

Avis Brandt

Donald Brandvold

Richard & Carol Braun

Christine Bremseth

Marlys & Byron Britten

Dawn Bro

Greta Brown

John Bruening

Waldo & Jane Bueing

Darlys Burch

Dianne Burgeson

Jane Butieb

Ruth Campbell

Karen Carella

Sharun Carlson

Truman Carlson

Mary Carlson

Randall & Kay Carlson

Len & Kathy Carlson

Esther Carlson

Carole & Carl Carlson

Maryann Cazzell

Barbara Charnley

David & Ruth Christ

Wayne & Bernadine  

The Sons of Norway Foundation thanks the 2013 donations of $10 or more from members: 



 Christiansen

John Christiansen Jr

Pamela Christsianson

Patricia Cobb

La Verne Colness

Diane Conover

Beverly Cooley

Gary & Marilyn Cooper

Ian Cormack

De Elda Cotanche

Susan Cotant

Bernard Couch

Bonnie Crandall

Norma Cretal

Linda Crosby

Harold & Randi Cruze

Ole Dahl

Charlotte Dahl

Katherine Dahl

Liv Dahl

Gardis Dahle

Mark Day

Helene & William De Vries

Leslie Demmer

Carol Devito

Kay DeRoos

George & Clarice Dieter

Barbara Dimmitt

Carol Dost

Karen Doty
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Elaine Dunn

Judith Durkin

John Dutcher

Marie Eck

Judy Edwards

Paul Eidbo

Robert Eidsmoe

Diane Eiker

Kaare & Orvetta Elde

Per Ellingsen

Arnold Ellingson

Martha & Craig Elliott

Lisa Elster

Shirley Engelmann

David & Patricia Engen

Joanne Englund

Marylou Erickson

Gerald & Deanna Erickson

Joanne Erickson

Leland & Marilyn Erickson

Robert & Mary Espeseth

Earl & Shirley Evenstad
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Ruth Fazio

John Feldmann
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Lee Folstad
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Charlene Fox
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Colleen Grill
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Ellen & Charles Haberlein
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Donald Hagen
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Rigmor Hansen

Virginia Hansen



Hans Hansen

Michael & Geraldine 

Hanson

Karen & Peter Hanson

Bonnie Hardman

Kathleen Harkness

Carol Hassemer

Carol & Paul Hasvold
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Richard Hatlevoll
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Gladys Johnson
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Lynn Kolstad



Jon Korneliussen

Louis & Nilslee Kreppert

Ivar & Linda Kristensen
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Margaret Lehr

Robert Leiseth
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Dale & Sharon Severson

Peggy & Nick Shomaker

Margaret Shuler

Arlon & Suzan Sibert

Greg & Pam Simonson

Turid Sinagra
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Janice Stocz

Jenelle Stokken

Wayne Stordahl

Vergil Stover

Susan & Ronald Stow

Gordon Strand

Dag Sundby

Carl Swansen

Randall Swanson

Margaret Swanson

David & Judith Swanson

Clarion & Norma Swenson

Dolores Swenson
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Wayne Thole
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Robert & Carol Vikse

Jon Villarreal
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1-008 Synnove-Nordkap

1-010 Bjorgvin

1-012 Heimskringla

1-017 Terje Viken

1-040 Haarfager

1-047 Kristiania

1-052 Normanna

1-059 Fedraheimen

1-065 Gjoa

1-070 Snorre

1-240 Granlund

1-264 Jaabæk

1-464 Draxten

1-483 Kong Olav V

1-487 Kenyon Viking

1-503 Valdres

1-505 Nor-Win

1-508 Fjordland

1-511 Trollheim

1-519 Storting

1-530 Runic Vennskap

1-532 Borgund

1-538 Stavanger

1-546 Vennelag

1-548 Restauration

1-550 Solskinn

1-554 Vennskap

1-559 Vennekretsen

1-590 Norskfodt

1-599 Hjemkomst

1-602 Norsota

1-633 Lillehammer

1-638 Nortonna

1-645 Cleng Peerson

1-655 Storelva

1-658 Skogvannet

1-659 Tusenvann

1-665 Maihaugen

1-667 Fjell Syn

2-000 Central

2-004 Grays Harbor

2-011 Harald Haarfager

2-027 Breidablik

2-033 Svalbard

2-035 Oslo

2-037 Olympic

2-038 Sonja

2-039 Roald

2-041 Odin

2-042 Thor

2-044 Poulsbo

2-046 Bernt Balchen

2-047 Fjeldheim

2-058 Columbia

2-080 Columbia Basin

2-094 Hovedstad

2-106 Bothell

2-129 Elvedalen

2-131 Vesterdalen

2-145 Island Viking

2-163 Bla Fjell (Disbanded)

3-109 Faerder

3-215 Nordkap

3-252 Loyal

3-337 Norge

3-410 Nansen

3-427 Nor-Bu

3-433 Scandinavian 

  Heritage Society

3-466 Noreg

3-506 Norumbega

3-515 Tampa Bay

3-522 Hampton Roads

3-551 Port Orange

3-562 Suncoast

3-564 Fram

3-566 Bernt Balchen

3-612 Bondelandet

3-636 Lillehammer

3-646 Bla Fjell

4-000 Central

4-021 Gyda-Varden

4-025 Kringen

4-037 Balder (Disbanded)

4-067 Thor

4-086 Bjarne

4-107 Sverdrup



4-138 Lodsen

4-247 Wergeland

4-307 Enighed

4-424 Normanden

4-478 Mollargutten

4-499 Jotunheimen

4-507 Normont

4-528 Hovedstad

4-536 Norhaven

4-543 Fjelldal

4-553 Dalen

4-557 Smaa Fjell

4-589 Beverhode

4-618 Vennlig

4-649 Prairie Fjord

4-656 Bitterrootdalen

5-000 Central

5-028 Wergeland

5-029 Løven

5-074 Idun

5-097 Leif Erikson

5-100 Skjold

5-168 Valhall

5-183 Nordlyset

5-206 Hafrsfjord

5-314 Mandt

5-353 Dovre

5-378 Nordkap

5-417 Trollhaugen

5-457 Solvang

5-472 Polar Star

5-491 Norse Valley

5-513 Vennelag

5-525 Cleng Peerson

5-534 Fossen

5-544 Nordland

5-549 H R Holand

5-556 Elvedal

5-568 Christian Radich

5-570 Vakkertland

5-580 Norskeland

5-593 Elvesund

5-600 Scandiana

5-609 Myrmarken

5-614 Circle City

5-616 Fagernes

5-620 Nordlandet

5-625 Viking

5-627 Vennligfolk

5-632 Grønnvik

5-635 Sjoland

5-657 Edvard Grieg

5-662 Arctic Circle

5-677 Vikings Of The 
  Smokies

6-009 Fridtjof Nansen

6-014 Bjornstjerne 
  Bjornson

6-022 Peer Gynt

6-025 Valhall

6-043 Victory

6-048 Roald Amundsen

6-049 Andrew Furuseth

6-050 Norrona

6-052 Nordahl Grieg

6-061 Snorre

6-064 Solbakken

6-065 Sundfjord

6-067 Soldalen

6-075 Scandia

6-078 Snowshoe  
  Thompson

6-107 Fjellheim

6-114 Stein Fjell

6-118 Vesterheim

6-128 Gulldalen

6-133 Desert Fjord

6-134 Sol Byer

6-146 Vestafjell

6-150 Solskinn

6-153 Overtro Fjell

6-165 Desert Troll

6-168 Sola

8-000 Central

8-011 Cleng Peerson

International



Robert Bennett

Judith Cross

Mills Farm

Jeanne Farmer

Paul Flagstad

Carole Gastfield

John Hatheway

Victor Hemandez

Joseph Henderson

Reconrobotics Incorporated

Mildred Johnson

Fafinski, Johnson, P.A.

Jessica Koenig

Marjorie McVickers

Carol Novak

Gretchen Oakes

Norsemen Rockies

Ragnhild Roland

Royal Service Co

Mark Tomas

NACC Upper Midwest 
        Chapter

Borton Volvo

Visit us on the web to learn all of the ways the Sons of Norway Foundation 
is making a difference at www.sonsofnorway.com/foundation

 
The Sons of Norway Foundation thanks the 2013 donations of $10 or more from outside organizations and individuals: 





The Sons of Norway Foundation awards scholarships and 
grants to promote the heritage and culture of  

Norway, and provides assistance to our members,  
lodges and their communities.

Marit Kristiansen, President
Ingeborg Sorensen, Vice President

Lee Goranson, Treasurer
Blaine Hedberg, Secretary

Ralph Haug
Thomas Heavey
Carl Ingvoldstad

Jon Tehven
Douglas Warne

Eivind Heiberg, CEO
David Ness, Legal Counsel

Cindy Olson, Foundation Director

(800) 945-8851 • www.sonsofnorway.com/foundation
1455 West Lake Street, Minneapolis, MN 55408


