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Hallo 
Sons of Norway 
Members,
Here at the Sons of Norway Foundation, you probably know us 
for the grants and scholarships we award every year. These grants 
and scholarships support young scholars as they head to post-
secondary education in the US and Norway. They support lodges 
and community partners in sustaining ties to contemporary 
Norway and providing cultural learning opportunities to many. 
They give back to members and children in times of need. 
These gifts are important, but even more important is what 
happens after the award.

For students, scholarships can provide a lasting connection to 
Norway and lead them to pursue opportunities they would not 
have imagined otherwise. For lodges, support for cultural events 
can draw in new members from the community and engage the 
interest of younger generations. For others, the grants that give 
back to vulnerable children in a lodge’s community can forge 
lasting connections that benefit both sides for years to come.

As we celebrate Sons of Norway’s 125th anniversary in 2020, 
we are excited about the future of the Foundation and the 
many ways that we can work together with you, our friends 
and supporters, to produce lasting impact. Please feel free to 
reach out to us and find out how the Foundation can help 
you create your legacy.

Tusen takk,
Sons of Norway Foundation



2019
Financial Report

Statement of Activities
Year Ended 12/31/2019

Revenues
Contributions					     $651,961
Investment/sales income			   $163,103	
	
Net capital gains				    $1,105,614
Other assets					     $86,216
Total revenues					     $2,006,893

Deductions
Scholarship and grant awards			   $142,651
General and administration expenses		  $191,640

Increase in net assets				    $1,672,602

Net assets as of 12/31/2019			   $8,822,584

The financial information contained in this report
is a condensed version of the fiscal year 2019
unaudited financial statements for the Sons of 
Norway Foundation. A complete set of the audited 
financial statements is available by contacting the 
Sons of Norway Foundation.

The Sons of Norway Foundation is primarily an 
endowment foundation. Grant and scholarship 
payouts are based on a percentage of the total 
assets, not on annual donations. Our commitment 
is to maintain and grow the charitable assets 
entrusted to us in a fiscally responsible way. 
Your financial support helps us achieve this goal.
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In 2019 
we awarded:

$12,600 in 
camperships for 
youth to attend 
Norwegian cultural 
camps across the US

$30,300 in grants to 
local lodges, 
community partners, 
and members in need Sunnyside Farms – Norwegian Fjord Horses

Sunnyside Farms in Montanta specializes in educational 
and therapy work using Norwegian Fjord horses, which 
were traditionally used for farming, war and dressage. 
A grant from the Sons of Norway Foundation allowed 
Sunnyside Farms to host a Norwegian family for a valuable 
cultural exchange. The family included a child with special 
needs, who especially benefitted from therapy and balance 
exercises with the horses.

“The support helped us create a special connection between 
our unique Norwegian Fjord Horses and a very delightful 
family from Norway. We crossed barriers, oceans and 
languages and created bonds that allowed us to speak 
one language through the horse of their heritage.”

Grants highlight
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Sagatun Lodge 1-18 – Viking Festival

Festival-goers at the first Viking Festival in Brainerd, Minnesota, 
traveled back in time as they walked through a Viking Age 
encampment complete with reenactors demonstrating crafts 
from the period, such as leather-working, blacksmithing, 
open fire cooking, archery, jewelry making, and spinning 
and weaving. The lodge had expected about 500 attendees, 
but the event drew more than 900 people from all over the 
area, introducing many new and younger community 
members to the local Sons of Norway lodges.

“Receiving a grant from the Sons of Norway Foundation was 
crucial to the success of our first Viking Festival. Not only did 
the grant allow us to expand the scope of the experiences we 
could offer, but also it provided the credibility we needed to 
leverage additional funding, both from the community and 
our lodge members.”

Grants highlight
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Kai Pederson

Kai received the 2019 Douglas Warne-Rolf & 
Wenche Eng Scholarship, which supports American 
or Canadian Sons of Norway members attending 
educational institutions in Norway. Kai currently 
attends the University of Wisconsin – Madison and 
because of his Norwegian upbringing, decided to 
study Norwegian and study abroad at the 
Norwegian University of Science and Technology.

He dove right into Norwegian student life, joining 
a linjeforengingen (study society) for his major and 
working as a barista at the student union, all while 
speaking entirely in Norwegian. The next part of his 
story—his travels around Norway—he tells best:

I happened to stumble upon my fifth cousin during an 
expedition to Svalbard in the High Arctic. Yes, that’s correct: I 
actually happened upon my family in the far reaches of the Arctic in 
Norway. Following some comparison of family trees, my Norwegian 
family invited me to a week of lobster fishing, mushroom picking, 
and family tree completion. …In truth, I found a second home here.”

Kai plans to return to Norway for his PhD, and undoubted-
ly this experience has changed the trajectory of his future.
 
“What I wish to convey above all is that [this scholarship], for lack 
of a less cliché phrase, made my dreams come true. I’ve found my 
long-lost family and had the greatest experience of my life – and it’s 
not even over yet!”

Scholarship highlight 

$18,000 awarded for American students 
to study in Norway

$82,000 awarded for students to study 
in the USA and Canada

$100,000 total scholarships
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has—by creating the Sons of Norway 
Foundation Warne-Eng Scholarship 
Fund, which provides funds for qualified 
applicants to attend educational institutions 
in Norway and helps defray costs of tuition, 
room and board.

Warne highly encourages people to pay it 
forward while they are still alive. “It’s 
exciting to witness the results now,” he 
says. “A great way to build an endowment 
fund,” he says, “is to include minimum 
withdrawals from one’s IRA. Along with 
IRA withdrawals, the endowment can be 
supplemented with gifts of appreciated 
stock, insurance and cash. The endowment 
will grow to the point where it eventually 
starts funding one’s passion. I highly 
recommend it. “ 

So, the next time you hear “The Scandina-
vian Hour” (or if you listen in for the first 
time!) Doug hopes you will think of how 
you can leave a legacy for good that reflects 
your passions, just like he did.

Inspiring a legacy 
of philanthropy 
in the Nordic 
community

The name Doug Warne may sound 
familiar to some of you. He has been 
the host of the radio program “The 
Scandinavian Hour” for more than 
55 years. 

Doug, the son of a Washington halibut 
fisherman, decided after high school to 
attend the International Summer School 
(ISS) in Oslo, Norway. During his studies, 
Doug stayed with the Rolf and Wenche 
Eng family, who became his life-long 
friends and went on to host his daughter 
and many other ISS students over five 
decades. Doug’s experience with ISS 
shaped his values and steered him to 
become an educator.

As he got older, Doug took time to reflect 
on the significant influences Norway and 
Norwegians had on his life. “Beyond our 
experiences,” Warne said, “I wished for a 
way to expose others to such influences. 
Since I was an educator, it became my 
passion to do something it.” And so, he 

Of the Sons of Norway Foundation’s total assets:

$5.2M in named endowment funds started by 
members and their families

$230,000 in district-and lodge-specific funds
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Donor Listing 

INDIVIDUALS $1000+
Bernt Anker
Anonymous
Barbara Birky
Mervin and Tolly Eriksson
L. Roger Espeland and Sissel Liknes
Allison Rone Foreman
Steven and Kay Halverson
Karl and Dao Hella
Leiv Erik Lundberg
Herbert and Virginia Morgenthaler
Elaine Nelson
Steve Arthur Olson
Gerald and Patricia Rowe
Betty and Dan Rude
Nils Sandell, Jr

LODGES/ORGANIZATIONS $1000+
Desert Fjord Lodge 6-133
District Lodge 6, 6-000
Fjellheim Lodge 6-107
Hafrsfjord Lodge 5-206
Mandt Lodge 5-314
Nordland Lodge 5-544
Nordskogen Lodge 1-626
Norway House
Parkway Advisors, L.P.
Peer Gynt Lodge 6-22
Sverdrup Lodge 4-107
US Bank
Wergeland Lodge 2-021

INDIVIDUALS $500 - $999
Larry Angeles
Richard Aadalen
Kelsey Anderson
Paul Victor Beddoe
Harald Borrmann
Rikke Dierssen-Morice
Gerald and Deanna Erickson
Luella Grangaard
Leslee Lane Hoyum
Keith and Karla Jorgensen
Gregg and Lynda LeDuc
Patricia and Donald Nelson

Joan Rushton
Katrin Sigurdardottir
Stoney Steinolfson
Dean Stiller
Daryl Williamson
Kate Wolf

LODGES/ORGANIZATIONS $500 - $999
Bernt Balchen Lodge 2-46
Breidablik Lodge 2-27
Edvard Grieg Lodge 6-074
Leif Erikson Lodge 2-1
Nordahl Grieg 6-52
Nortun Lodge 1-016
Ostestaden Lodge 5-642
Royal Norwegian Consulate General, LLC
Solbakken Lodge 6-64
Solskinn Lodge 6-150
Sonja Lodge 2-38
Vennelag Lodge 5-513
Washburn-McReavy

INDIVIDUALS $100 - $499
Janie Ahola
Sharon Amann
Loiu Anderson
Elma and Arnold Anderson
Cynthia Anderson
Gerd Andreassen
Peter and Colette Arntson
John Aspebakken
Rodney Bacon
Bradley Bakken
Martha Balfanz
Connie and Earl Bartram
Odin Bendiksen
Ruth Ann Benedett
Barbara and Robert Bensen
Alva Benson
Barbara and Roy Berntsen
Debbie Bigelow
Burton and Jean Bittner
Trond Bodal
Dale Borgeson
Denise Bowden
Christine Bremseth
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Ruth Broman
Diane Brondyke
Gro and Brule Buer
Elsa Bullard
Deloris Bumpers
Sandra Cahill Johnson
Katrin Marie Christianson
Diane and Bruce Conover
Gary and Marilyn Cooper
David Cooper
De Elda Cotanche
Marilyn Cram
Bonnadean Crandall
Norma Cretal
Christopher Dahl
Sonja Dahlager
Earl Dahlin
Christine DeMarinis
Kay and Roger DeRoos
Eia Dobbins
Robin Edgar
Ann Eggers
Paul and Joyce Eidbo
Per Ellingsen
Gary & Sharon Ellis
Marion Elmquist
Eva Feindler
Robin and Robert Fossum
Gabrielle Gerbaud
Michael Goldeen
Joyce Golden
Joshua Guin
Audun and Margaret Gythfeldt
Lizabeth and Kurt Halva
Clifford Halverson
Susan and Don Halvorson
Judith Hande-Skutnick
Dirk and Chrissa Hansen
Ruth Anne Hartman
Arne and Mary-Ann Hatlestad
Richard Hatlevoll
Ruth Hauge
Mark and Lynette Haugen
Susan Heegaard
Eivind and Michele Heiberg
Randal Hemmerlin

Donor Listing 

Bettina Hermanson
Anne-Marie Hoalst
Beatrice Hole
Robyn Hollingshead
Jim Horvath
Lesa Horve
Steve Hunegs
Donald James
Carol James
Daniel Jasper
Frank Johnson
Byron Johnson
Ron Johnson
Neil Jordheim
Margaret Jungman
Bruce Karstadt
Tracy Keith
Dick Kellor
Sue Kennedy
Terry Steven Kensrud
Carol and Harold Knutsen
Jeff Kohlnhofer
Lynn Kolstad
David and Carolyn Kompelien
Elaine Kumpula
Mary and Severt Kvamme
Nils and Lois Ladderud
Mina Larsen
Steven William Larsen
William Larson
Jenifer Larson
Sharon Lassiter
Darrin Lee
Darel Leipold
Margaret Lesher
Sissel Liknes
Duane and Elaine Lindberg
David Louis Livingstone
Bryan Ljung
John Robert Loper
John Lovell
Evelyn and John Lund
Jeanette and Michael Macauley
Rev. William MacLean
Ellen and Cletus Magsamen
Corrie Maki Knudson
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Donor Listing 

Mark Manfred
Mary Ann Matson
Kim Mattson
Allen McCutchen
Gene St Germain and Maryfrances McKay
Richard McMurray
Paula Mertens
Per and Marit Mikalsen
Joan Miller
Verlin R Morton
Sherri J-H Mullery
Grace and William Nash
David and Vicki Ness
Karen Nordstrom
L.A. Nordstrom
John and Amy Nyseth
Constance O’Brien
James Odland
Kathie Lynn Olsen
Ray Olson
Norma Paden
Elaine Nelson Peik
Grant Perkins
Erik Peters and Julie Horan
Mark Peterson
Maurice A Pettner
Christopher Pinkerton
Karin and Dell Plagens
Deanna Plant
Karon and Michael Plasha
E. Clarke Porter
Abigail Pribbenow
Marian Priest
Alexa Ragsdale
Pamela Rahkola
David Rasmussen
Diane Rasmussen
David Regan
Sarah Rodeberg
Dennis Rodning
Alondra Rodriguez
Dennis and Ruth Romfo
Gerald and Patricia Rowe
Christine Sabo
Jim Saccoman
Richard Sandeen
Norma Jean Sands

Harold Richard Sater
Jon and Carolyn Satrum
Mark Scally
Thomas Schisler
Andrew Schmuhl
Randy Schneewind
Melissa Scoles
Richard Seime
Lauren Shimamura
Risto Sivula
Michael Snyder
Dennis Sorheim
Karl Starr
Arthur Stegen
Daniel Stennes-Rogness
Christiana Stolpestad
Delbert Strand
Douglas Struxness
Linda Sugerman
Carl Swansen
Ingrid Swanson
Jaime Taets
June Taylor
Gloria and Jon Tehven
Michelle Thayer
Terry Thiele
Robert & Kathi Tunheim
Marilyn Turchi
Andreas W Ueland
Laurie Vagts
Doug Valen
Peter Vatne
Arnljot and Dorothy Wagsholm
Nancy Gay Wagster
Donna Weis
Diane West
Ann Williamson
David Willinger
Marit Solheim Witt
Kaye Wothe

LODGES/ORGANIZATIONS $100 - $499
Andrew Furuseth Lodge 6-049
Askeladden Lodge 5-610
Bernt Balchen Lodge 3-566
Bjarne Lodge 4-086
Bjorgvin Lodge 1-10
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Donor Listing 

Bondelandet Lodge 3-612
Borgund Lodge 1-532
Borton Overseas
Camp Ripley Training Center
Christian Radich Lodge 5-568
Circle City Lodge 5-614
District Lodge 5, 5-000
Dovre 5-353
Edmonds 2-130
Elveby Lodge 1-604
Elvesund Lodge 5-593
Faerder Lodge 3-109
Fagernes Lodge 5-616
Fedraheimen Lodge 1-59
Fjelldalen Lodge 6-162
Fjordland 1-508
Fossen Lodge 5-534
Grondal Lodge 2-122
Grønnvik Lodge 5-632
H R Holand Lodge 5-549
Haarfager Lodge 1-40
Hampton Roads Lodge 3-522
Hovedstad 4-528
Hundrearsjubileum Lodge 1-671
Ingebretsen’s Gift Shop
Island Viking Lodge 2-145
Kong Olav V Lodge 1-483
Kong Sverre Lodge 1-482
Kringen Lodge 4-025
Kristiania Lodge 1-47
Lodsen Lodge 4-138
Løven Lodge 5-29
Loyal Lodge 3-252
Midnatsolen Lodge 1-058
Muskegon Lodge 5-523
Nor-Bu Lodge 3-427
Norden Lodge 3-407
Nordkap Lodge 3-215
Nordkap Lodge 5-378
Nordlandet Lodge 5-620
Nordmanns Vis Lodge 4-542
Noreg Lodge 3-466
Norge Lodge 3-337
Normanden Lodge 4-424
Norse Valley Lodge 5-491
Nortonna 1-638
Norumbega Lodge 3-506

Polar Star 5-472
Poulsbo Lodge 2-44
Restauration Lodge 1-548
Roald Lodge 2-39
Scandiana Lodge 5-600
Skjold Lodge 5-100
Smaa Fjell Lodge 4-557
Sol Byer Lodge 6-134
Sola Lodge 6-168
Sons of Norway International Board and District Presidents
Space Coast Viking Lodge 3-615
Stavanger Lodge 1-538
Stein Fjell Lodge 6-114
Storfjell Lodge 6-169
Storting Lodge 1-519
Synnove-Nordkap Lodge 1-8
Terje Viken Lodge 1-17
Thor Lodge 2-042
TIAA
Ueland Lodge 4-480
Vakkertland Lodge 5-570
Valdres Lodge 1-503
Valhall Lodge 5-168
Valkyrien Lodge 5-053
Vennekretsen 1-559
Vesterdalen 2-131
Vesterheim 6-118
Vestland Lodge 1-601
Vidda Lodge 4-663
Vikingland Lodge 1-495
Vikings Of Lake Lodge 6-166
Vonheim Lodge 1-108
Washington Lodge 3-428
Wergeland Lodge 4-247
Wergeland Lodge 5-28



Mission Statement

At the Sons of Norway 
Foundation, our mission is to 
share and preserve Nordic 
heritage, to positively affect 
our members’ lives and to 
make Sons of Norway 
communities better places 
to live. 

Since 1966, we have pursued 
this mission by supporting 
our members through 
scholarships and cultural 
exchange opportunities, 
providing disaster relief to 
members in need, and 
funding community 
programs that celebrate 
Norwegian heritage 
and culture.

2019 Foundation 
Board of Governors:

Chair: Leslee Lane Hoyum
Vice Chair: Allison Foreman
Secretary: Jon Tehven
Treasurer: Ernest Fosse
International President: Ron Stubbings

Members:
Faye Auchenpaugh
Mervin Eriksson
Robin Fossum
Karl Hella
Darrin Lee
Marcia Sorenson
Steven Young

1455 West Lake Street
Minneapolis, MN 55408
612-821-4632
foundation@sofn.com
www.sonsofnorway.com/foundationFOUNDATION


