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FOUNDATION

Dear Sons of Norway 
Foundation 
supporters,

2020 is certainly a year that none of  us will forget anytime soon. Like 
every other organization, we at the Sons of  Norway Foundation had to 
adjust our operations nearly overnight in March 2020 as the COVID-19 
pandemic began.

Despite the challenges and changes that last year brought, we have still 
managed to award over $140,000 in grants to lodges and community 
partners and scholarships to support young scholars as they head to 
post-secondary education in the U.S. and Norway. These programs are 
critical to maintaining a link to contemporary Norway, providing cultural 
and learning opportunities to many, and supporting members of  our 
community in need. The economic and social effects of  the pandemic have 
only increased the need for these vital opportunities.

We are excited about the future of  the Foundation and about finding 
ways we can work together with you—our friends and supporters—to 
produce a lasting impact.

Thank you for your generous support of  the Sons of  Norway Foundation!

Sincerely,

Emily Stark, Foundation Development Manager



2020
Financial Report

Statement of Activities
Year Ended 12/31/2020

Revenues
Contributions     $566,615
Investment/sales income   $168,775 
 
Realized net capital gains   $7,581
Unrealized net capital gains   $747,245
Other assets     $63,928
Total revenues     $1,554,137

Deductions
Scholarship and grant awards   $132,166
General and administration expenses  $380,008

Increase in net assets    $1,041,968

Net fund value as of 12/31/2020   $9,864,547

The financial information contained in this report 
is a condensed version of  the fiscal year 2020 
unaudited financial statements for the Sons of  Norway 
Foundation.  A complete set of  all audited financial 
statements is available by contacting the Sons of  
Norway Foundation.

The Sons of  Norway Foundation is primarily an 
endowment foundation.  Grant and scholarship 
payouts are based on a percentage of  the total assets 
that are determined by the board of  directors.  Our 
commitment is to maintain and grow the charitable 
assets entrusted to us in a fiscally responsible way.  
Your financial support helps us achieve this goal and 
maximize the impact we make. 
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In 2020 
we awarded:

$10,742 in 
camperships for 
youth to attend 
Norwegian cultural 
camps across the US

$27,330 in grants 
to local lodges, 
community partners, 
and members in need

Cordova Senior High School Homeless 
Students Assistance

When Ann Sandner saw a problem in her community, not only did she 
take action, but she recruited the rest of  her lodge, Roald Amundsen 
4-048, to help her. The Folsom Cordova Unified School District has 
approximately 1,000 students classified as homeless, and about 150 
of these attend Cordova High School. Ann wanted to help teens who 
are classified as homeless so they could have as close to a normal school 
experience as possible. She fundraised by collecting donations at lodge 
meetings and applying for matching grants, like the Helping Hands 
to Children Grant at the Sons of  Norway Foundation, to put together 
supplies for this resilient group of  students. Supplies ranged from 
backpacks and folders to often-overlooked expenses like AP test fees 
and graduation robes.  

The lodge invited school officials to a dinner to receive the supplies 
and to say a few words about the impact the donation had made. Ann 
also donated a video about Norway to the school library and baked 
rosettes for the students in the program–a small taste of  Norway.

Grants highlight
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Grace Williamson

Sons of  Norway has held a special place in my heart since I was seven years old. It was 
in this year that my grandfather, a long-standing member, learned about Skogfjorden 
Norwegian language village and decided that my brother and I would go. Growing 
up with my Norwegian heritage prevalent in the foods we eat, sweaters we wear, and 
through the language I learned to speak has truly shaped me into the woman I am today. 

Norway was such a large part of  my life that I decided to move there for a year and attend Ringerike 
Folkehøgskole, a folk high school northwest of  Oslo. I spent a year volunteering with the local Red Cross and 
special needs kids and adults who would visit our school multiple times per week. Taking this year off from 
school allowed me to learn so much about myself  and the world that I was ready to come back to university in 
America with a new perspective. I found myself  excited to begin taking upper-level math classes and chemistry 
courses to become an engineer.

Chemical engineering is an especially demanding major that requires 17+ hours per semester to graduate in 
four years. The Nancy Lorraine Jensen scholarship has allowed me to focus solely on my studies without having 
to find a part-time job. I was able to take an unpaid research position in one of  my professor’s labs starting 
the summer after my freshman year. I could not have done this without the funding provided by the Sons 
of  Norway Foundation. Because I have been working in the lab as long as I have, I was able to transition my 
position into a paid fellowship for this summer, where I am now in charge of  my own project and will present 
my research at upcoming events both at the University of  Iowa and nationally. I cannot begin to express how 
much this opportunity will help me as I look for graduate programs for my Ph.D.

I am incredibly proud of  finishing my undergraduate studies with this much lab experience. My goal is to get a 
Ph.D. in chemical engineering and work for a pharmaceutical or biotechnology company to make therapeutics 
and drugs for infectious and genetic diseases. I am inspired every day by my grandfather, a former pharmacology 
professor at the University of  Iowa. I know I will make him proud as I follow in his footsteps and take my first 
pharmacology class this fall. I feel so lucky to call him my grandpa and, honestly, one of  my best friends. The 
Sons of  Norway lodge he is part of, Restauration 1-548, has also fully embraced me as a visitor for many events. 
It has been a privilege to give multiple presentations about how the Nancy Lorraine Jensen Memorial Scholarship 
has supported my endeavors at the University of  Iowa. 

I am so thankful for everything I have received and hope to make everyone proud that I was chosen to be a 
recipient of  these scholarships by making a difference in the world and never forgetting my Norwegian roots. 

Scholarship highlight 

$17,170 awarded for American students to study in Norway

$89,100 awarded for students to study in the USA and Canada

$108,270 total scholarships awarded
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Elaine Nelson

Sometimes our family extends beyond who we are related to by birth. Families are created in different ways 
and evolve throughout life. To Elaine Nelson, Sons of  Norway has become an important part of  her larger 
family as she treasures the bonds she has built with fellow members based on their shared heritage and 
values. Ever since she joined the Odin Lodge 4-087 in Rugby, ND in 1969, Elaine has found camaraderie 
at every level of  the organization.  She is currently the Treasurer on the International Board of  Directors 
and an active member of  Kringen Lodge 4-025.  Additionally, Elaine has served on the Foundation Board 
of Governors and has a deep appreciation for the support the Foundation provides to fellow members.   

When the time came for Elaine to think about her legacy and the impact she wanted to make on her 
community, the choice became clear, and she established the Elaine Nelson Scholarship at the Sons of  
Norway Foundation. This fall, Sons of  Norway members studying business, agriculture, or education will 
be able to apply for the scholarship. Elaine chose these criteria to honor her mother who was a teacher, her 
father who was a farmer, and her own successful career in banking. She is excited to see her scholarship in 
action and encourages others thinking about making similar gifts to do so while they are alive so that they 
can witness the power of  philanthropy in action. By establishing the Elaine Nelson Scholarship, Elaine’s 
legacy will continue forever within the Sons of  Norway family.  

Inspiring a legacy 
of philanthropy 
in the Nordic 
community

The Sons of Norway Foundation’s total assets:

$5.2M in named endowment funds to support scholarships 
that were started by members and their families

$242,000 in district- and lodge-specific funds
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Donor Listing 

INDIVIDUALS $1000+
Anonymous
Mark and Regina Agerter
Kelsey Anderson
Faye V Auchenpaugh
Fred and Gunn Bjerke
Per E Ellingsen
Mervin and Tolly Eriksson
Thomas A Evinrude
Theodore and Helen Fosberg
Ernest and Linda Fosse
Robin and Robert Fossum
Luella M Grangaard
Thomas and Nancy Heavey
Karl and Dao Hella
George and Leslee Lane Hoyum
Lillian Jensen
Keith and Karla Jorgensen
Marit and Kjell Kristiansen
Jerry R Larson
Evelyn and John Lund
Elaine M Nelson
Christopher Pinkerton
Solvi and Kolbjorn Rommesmo
Gerald and Patricia Rowe
Betty and Dan Rude
Homer and June Stennes
Charles and Hazel Tanger
Gloria and Jon Tehven
David Torgerson
Douglas and Lena Warne
Jerry and Susan Wright

INDIVIDUALS $500 - $999
Randi Cruze
Paul Victor Beddoe
Lynne and Clyde Erickson
Lizabeth and Kurt Halva
Lisa and Steve Henry
Darrin Lee
Verlin R Morton and Karen M Doty
Greg K Ovrebo
Karen and Talleiv Vollen
Laurie B Vagts

INDIVIDUALS $100 - $499
John and Joanna Aamodt 
Jeanne and Brian Addison 
Jo Don M Anderson 
Elma and Arnold Anderson 
Anne-Line and Peter Anderson 
Keith A Anderson 
Jorleif and Janis Andol 
Gerd S Andreassen 
Alf O Antonsen 
Darlene and John Arneson 
Peter and Colette Arntson 
John I Aspebakken 
John G Baker 
Cheryl Bakken-Erickson 
Dennis and Joan Behr 
Mary Bennett 
Richard Berg 
Linda Christine Bergquist 
Barbara and Roy Berntsen 
Dr Tyrone S Birkeland 
Myrna B Birrenkott 
Karen and Brent Blackey 
Diane J Bobb 
Claudia and Bruce Bomier 
Jens Inge Børkja 
Susan and Thomas Boudreau 
Linda M Brackney 
Andrea Brainard 
Sandra Brenner 
George and Ellen Briggs 
Erik and Veronica Brochmann 
David W Brown 
Gye E Brunner 
Gro and Brule Buer 
Deloris A Bumpers 
Betty J Butler 
John E Bye 
Karen and Gary Carella 
Norman and Janet Carlson 
Ming-Ming Chan 
Dianne M Clark 
Jane and Kenneth Conner 
Gary and Marilyn Cooper 
Bonnadean A Crandall 
Norma J Cretal 
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Carol A Culbertson 
Karayn R Cunnington 
David and Kathy Daeley 
Crystal and David Dahl 
Gardis G Dahle 
Earl C Dahlin 
James and Phyllis Dalager 
Audun JS Davik 
Myrna and Dave Demers 
Kay and Roger DeRoos 
Carol J Devito 
Katherine M Dollymore 
Carol B Dost 
Kenneth and Nancy Drange 
Brent A Drovdal 
Paul and Joyce Eidbo 
Bonnie and Orvis Eklund 
Martha A Engebretson 
Gail A Engler 
Gerald and Deanna Erickson 
Leland and Marilyn Erickson 
Don Erickson 
Craig V Ericsson 
Elwood “Woody” L Femrite 
Ester and Jorgen Fidje 
Lise and Edward Fleming 
Alf Ludvig Forde 
Gale and Emily Foss 
Howard and Joyce Foss 
Jo and Dan Franklin 
Jane Frazier 
Frank Gabrielsen 
Gary Edward Gamel 
Magnhild Gilbertson 
Earl Edward Gjelde 
Doris and Warren Goodlett 
Vicky and Bruce Goplen 
Lee and Joanne Goranson 
Don Gotrik 
Barbara Ann Grage 
Thelma J Grimley 
David W Groth 
Glen and Silvia Gunderson 
Audun Gythfeldt 
Laila Hafner 
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Susan L Hall 
Peter L Halver 
Diane and Rodney Halvorson 
Merlin Ross Hamre 
Kyle and Russell Handegard 
Judith D Hande-Skutnick 
Joseph and Larena Hannon 
Dirk and Chrissa Hansen 
Kathleen M Harkness 
Linda and Lee Hash 
Gale and Rosemary Hatleberg 
Arne and Mary-Ann Hatlestad 
Richard and Shellee Hatlevoll 
Katherine and Melvin Haug 
Jean M Haugo 
Duane Haukebo 
Martin P Heggedal 
Kathleen Heimbecker 
Anne-Marie Hoalst 
Ingar S Hogan 
Greg Hugh Holdt 
Robert and Dorothy Hoover 
Sharol L Hopwood 
Carl S Hoveland 
Clair D Husby 
Vernon and Helen Huseby 
William and Jacqueline Hustad 
Carl and Mary Beth Ingvoldstad 
Marilyn R Iverson 
Janice Y Jackson 
Edith and Norman Jaques 
Anna Marie Johnson 
E. Mary Johnson 
Maureen K Jonason 
JoAnne J Jorud 
Carol J Jung 
Florene and Myron Kallenbach 
Christopher G Kallenback 
Sven and Marta Kalve 
Duane and Nancy Kittleson 
Aulene Joseph Knudsen 
Carol and Harold Knutsen 
Milan and Elsie Knutson 
Earl and Elizabeth Knutson 
David and Carolyn Kompelien 
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Donor Listing 

Karn Lynn Koon 
Paul and Ruth Kornbrekke 
J. and Phil Koski 
Eileen Lynette Kotaska 
Mary and Severt Kvamme 
Nils and Lois Ladderud 
Ronald and Sharon Lance 
Marcia A Larson 
Sharon H Lassiter 
Celia and Ronald Lechnyr 
Gregg and Lynda LeDuc 
Lyana C Leveque 
Paul A Light 
Duane and Elaine Lindberg 
Robert and Sharon Lindkvist 
J. Russell Lindstrom 
Loretta Litke 
Maxine MacGregor 
Nancy and Rex Madson 
Marie and Harry Markley 
Marilyn and William Martinson 
Per C Mathiesen 
Richard T McMurray 
Andrew Meagher 
Lynn R Melby 
Donald and Kristine Meyer 
Per and Marit Mikalsen 
Thelma L Miller 
Tove-Lise and Raymond Miller 
Michael D Moen 
Diane M Molter 
Joyce T Montplaisir 
Paul Eugene Moore 
Roberta K Morrow 
Mark and Marilee Mortenson 
Patricia Graves Moss 
Trygve and Elizabeth Myhre 
Patricia and Donald Nelson 
Gerald and Andrea Nelson 
Marvin and Sandra Nelson 
Vick Jeffer Nelson 
Sharon Nolte 
Constance R O’Brien 
Roger and Nancy Odalen 
James M Odland 
Jeff Ohe 

Ardys P Olgaard 
Kathie Lynn Olsen 
Barbara and Charles Olson 
Robert P Olson 
Per E Ostebo 
Clare and David Palmer 
Darrel and Marlene Paulsrud 
Gloria Paulus 
Madalyn and Marvin Pearson 
Robert F Pederson 
Donald A Peterson 
Maurice A Pettner 
Richard A Phillips 
Karin and Dell Plagens 
Rachel J Posch 
Paula M Radloff 
Donna M Richards 
Jacob P Richardsen 
Glenn and Peggy Riddervold 
William Hunter Robbins 
Gail T Robison 
Susan and James Roedel 
Robert and Sharon Rohrback 
Dorothy K Roiseland 
Peter Blake Rush 
Dennis Rusinko 
Millie Ryan 
Dean A Sampson 
Norma Jean Sands 
Harold Richard Sater 
Jon and Carolyn Satrum 
Jerry Saude 
Helen A Scherer 
V E Norski Schroth 
Nick Holl and Peggy Shomaker 
Kim Sime 
Linda and Percy Slattenow 
Nancy A Slotten 
Wahna Jean Smith 
Mary and Arne Solbak 
Robert J Solberg 
Warren and Mara Solberg 
Marilyn E Sorensen 
Marcia and David Sorenson 
Tyrone and Deidra Steen 
Arthur E Stegen 
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Donor Listing 

Erlene Stevenson 
Richard R Storhoff 
James and Janet Strandlie 
Carol Marie Stumpf 
Sharon R Swenson 
Erik E Thoen 
Carol and Raymond Tranby 
Joyce and Henry Trangsrud 
Marilyn Turchi 
Kimberly M Twesme 
John Underdahl 
Peter M Vatne 
Arne H Voie 
Mark O Voxland 
Arnljot and Dorothy Wagsholm 
Gust K Wahl 
Donna Weis 
Wanda M Weisse 
Pam J Wheeler 
Michael L Willadsen 
Cheryl Wille-Schlesser and Roger Schlesser 
Daryl P Williamson 
Harold E Williamson 
Ann L Williamson 
Thomas and Kathleen Wulff 
Jeff and Kathy York 

LODGES $1000+
Snorre Lodge 1-070 
Wergeland Lodge 2-021 
Oslo Lodge 2-035 
Kringen Lodge 4-025 
Sverdrup Lodge 4-107 
Mandt Lodge 5-314 
Nordland Lodge 5-544 
District Lodge 6, 6-000 
Roald Amundsen Lodge 6-048 
Solbakken Lodge 6-064 

LODGES $500 - $999
Storting Lodge 1-519 
Solglimt Lodge 1-547 
Maihaugen Lodge 1-665 
Harald Haarfager Lodge 2-011 
Sonja Lodge 2-038 
Bernt Balchen Lodge 2-046 
Vesterdalen Lodge 2-131 
Nor-Bu Lodge 3-427 
Washington Lodge 3-428 
Troll Lodge 3-476 
Thor Lodge 4-067 
Odin Lodge 4-087 
Normanden Lodge 4-424 
Jotunheimen Lodge 4-499 
Wergeland Lodge 5-028 
Skjold Lodge 5-100 
Vennelag Lodge 5-513 
Edvard Grieg 5-657 
Norrona Lodge 6-050 
Fjellheim Lodge 6-107 

LODGES $100 - $499
Synnøve-Nordkap Lodge 1-008   
Bjorgvin Lodge 1-010   
Sagatun Lodge 1-018   
Leif Erikson Lodge 1-032   
Haarfager Lodge 1-040   
Kristiania Lodge 1-047   
Normanna Lodge 1-052   
Fedraheimen Lodge 1-059   
Kong Sverre Lodge 1-482   
Kong Olav V Lodge 1-483   
Vikingland Lodge 1-495   
Nordic Lodge 1-502   
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Valdres Lodge 1-503 
Trollheim Lodge 1-511 
Stavanger Lodge 1-538 
Restauration Lodge 1-548 
Vennekretsen Lodge 1-559 
Nortonna Lodge 1-638 
Fjell Syn Lodge 1-667  
Normanna Lodge 2-003 
Abel Lodge 2-029 
Svalbard Lodge 2-033 
Roald Lodge 2-039 
Thor Lodge 2-042 
Hovedstad Lodge 2-094 
Bothell Lodge 2-106 
Grøndal Lodge 2-122 
Elvedalen Lodge 2-129 
Edmonds Lodge 2-130 
Faerder Lodge 3-109 
Nordkap Lodge 3-215 
Loyal Lodge 3-252 
Norge Lodge 3-337 
Sarasota Lodge 3-539 
Noreg Lodge 3-466 
Norrona Lodge 3-467 
Vikingworld Lodge 3-501  
Norumbega Lodge 3-506 
Hampton Roads Lodge 3-522 
Restauration Lodge 3-555 
Bernt Balchen Lodge 3-566 
Southern Star Lodge 3-630 
Bondelandet Lodge 3-612 
Blåfjell Lodge 3-646 
Fredriksten Central Lodge 3-888  
District Lodge 4, 4-000 
Bjarne Lodge 4-086 
Lodsen Lodge 4-138 
Hjemdahl Lodge 4-481 
Nordlyset Lodge 4-488 
Vidda Lodge 4-663 
District Lodge 5, 5-000 
Løven Lodge 5-029 
Valhall Lodge 5-168 
Nordlyset Lodge 5-183 
Dovre Lodge 5-353 
Fossen Lodge 5-534 
Solvang Lodge 5-457 

Polar Star Lodge 5-472 
Norse Valley Lodge 5-491 
Sognefjord Lodge 5-523 
Fossen Lodge 5-534 
H R Holand Lodge 5-549 
Elvedal Lodge 5-556 
Scandiana Lodge 5-600 
Myrmarken Lodge 5-609 
Askeladden Lodge 5-610 
Circle City Lodge 5-614 
Fagernes Lodge 5-616 
Vennligfolk Lodge 5-627 
Grønnvik Lodge 5-632 
Ostestaden Lodge 5-642 
Vikings Of The Smokies Lodge 5-677 
Peer Gynt Lodge 6-022 
Victory Lodge 6-043 
Andrew Furuseth Lodge 6-049 
Sol Byer Lodge 6-134 
Vestafjell Lodge 6-146 
Solskinn Lodge 6-150 
Vinland Lodge 6-159 
Vikings Of Lake Lodge 6-166 



Mission Statement

At the Sons of Norway 
Foundation, our mission is to 
share and preserve Nordic 
heritage, to positively affect 
our members’ lives, and 
to make Sons of Norway 
communities better places 
to live. 

Since 1966, we have pursued 
this mission by supporting 
our members through 
scholarship and cultural 
exchange opportunities 
providing disaster relief 
to members in need 
and funding community 
programs that celebrate 
Norwegian heritage and 
culture. 

2020 Foundation 
Board of Governors:

Chair: Leslee Lane Hoyum
Vice Chair: Mervin Eriksson 
Secretary: Jon Tehven
Treasurer: Ernest Fosse
International President: Ron Stubbings

Members:
Allison Foreman
Faye Auchenpaugh 
Robin Fossum 
Karl Hella 
Darrin Lee 
Marcia Sorenson 
Steven Young

1455 West Lake Street
Minneapolis, MN 55408
612-821-4655
foundation@sofn.com
www.sonsofnorway.com/foundationFOUNDATION


